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Introduction

The Flood Control District of Maricopa County (District), in association with the city of Scottsdale, is 
conducting a regional drainage study of the central and southern area of Scottsdale—which also 
includes portions of Phoenix, Tempe, and Paradise Valley—called the Lower Indian Bend Wash Area 
Drainage Master Study/Plan (LIBW ADMS/P).

Study Location

The study includes about 27 square miles and is roughly bounded by Shea Blvd to the north, Indian 
Bend Wash to the east, Salt River to the south and 56th Street to the west.

Purpose and Goals

The District is conducting this study to identify and quantify potential drainage and flooding 
issues in both residential and commercial areas. The study will be conducted in two phases:

! Phase I will identify and develop a comprehensive list of known flooding problems impacting the 
study area to document the need for flood control measures. A comprehensive hydrologic model 
will be developed in order to quantify the drainage and flooding hazards within the study area.

! Phase II, if necessary, will develop  a drainage master plan for those flooding problems identified 
in Phase I. The study team will work to develop a plan that is cost effective, context sensitive, and 
acceptable to both the public and to the stakeholders. The identified solutions may be 
implemented together or individually, based on scheduling, funding, and cost share opportunities.

Restudy of Arizona Canal Floodplain

Phase I of the watershed study will also include a re-study of the designated floodplain along the 
Arizona Canal between Camelback Road and Indian Bend Wash. The floodplain that is currently 
shown on the Federal Emergency Management Agency Flood Insurance Rate Maps is approximate 
and does not include the depth of flooding. This re-study will result in a more defined limit of the 
floodplain that includes depths of flooding based on both newer topographic mapping and the 
detailed hydrologic analysis conducted with Phase I of the study.

Schedule

Phase I of the study is planned to be completed by May 2014.

How can you help?

Nothing is better than first-hand information based on experience. Residents who live and work 
in the study area have intimate knowledge of area drainage conditions and flooding problems. 
You are the best source of information so please share your knowledge with us. We will use this 
information to investigate the source and magnitude of the flooding problem; verify or correct 
our computer models; and, if needed, develop alternative flood control measures to help 
alleviate the flooding problems.

Contact

Afshin Ahouraiyan, P.E.

Project Manager

(602) 506-4519

afa@mail.maricopa.gov
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